COMMUNITY WORK FROM AN INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVE (18 ECTS).

Introduction

Community work is a planned process to mobilise communities to use their own social
structures and resources to address their own problems and achieve their own
objectives.

Community work focuses on participation and fosters empowerment, emancipation and
change through collective action. Community work is closely related to work for human
rights. The community work process is about people in communities creating
opportunities for growth and change.

‘Community’ can be understood in different ways, as geographical areas, interest
groups, organisations or institutions. Community work rests on a basic democratic
ideal, antioppressive practice, equality and solidarity with the affected individuals. It
aims to generate and communicate new insights with a view to effecting change.

As community work is an ideological, theoretical and practical approach to social life
and the risk of social exclusion, it is ideologically sustained by a basic trust in people’s
ability to improve their life chances. Society is the outcome of collective action and is
perpetuated and/or changed by action.

Content and objectives

This course will focus on different theories, methods and approaches in community
work from an international perspective. The course consists of several parts. One part
focuses on theories and methods, another part consist of a case-study related to a
video/virtual case. Students will make a project plan related to the case, by
collaborating and comparing different approaches.

The students will learn about community work and its historic background and come to
understand the risk of manipulation when community work is not worked out from a
grassroot level. Students will also learn about the advantages and power in
approaches carried out from a bottom-up perspective. One of the main aims of the
course is that students develop a critical understanding of the wide range of theories
and methods of community work, develop the ability to recognize these in current
projects and are able to design a project plan of community work, and show which
steps and facilities are needed for realizing and managing processes and products.

Expected learning outcomes

This course is competence based. That is an integration of knowledge, skills and
attitudes, which means that a student not only requires knowledge, but knows how to
use it and what kind of attitude is needed in a specific situation.

The competences are:

- Methods and Theories in Community Work

This means the student is able to understand and demonstrate how to use theories and
methods related to practical community work

- Cooperation

This means the student is able to cooperate in changing interdisciplinary national and
international networks to achieve expected learning outcomes.

- Professional Development

This means the student is able to manage, justify and control his/her own educational
development.

The expected learning outcomes are:

- The student is able to collect and analyze relevant information about communities and
is able to report the findings.

- The student is able to see opportunities on macro-, meso- and micro- levels in
communities and is able to create a plan for a community work project.



- The student is able to reflect on the understanding of a specific situation and is able
to justify the chosen methods for community work.

- The student is able to reflect on his/her own continuing professional development.
Competence indicators:

Methods and Theories in Community Work

The student is able to describe, analyze, demonstrate how to use, and compare
community work theories and methods.

-The student is able to make a project plan, including aims, participants, approaches,
cost, and evaluation.

Cooperation

- The students will be able to work together with students and teachers from other
countries in the virtual campus and take an active part in developing and evaluating
the learning program.

- The students will be able to give and share information about their own community
and compare commonalities and differences with those of others.

- The student will be able to demonstrate how to create a professional network to work
collaboratively in community work.

Professional development

- The student is able to reflect on her or his personal and professional
developmentfrom the start of the course and formulate personal strengths and learning
objectives for community work.

-The student will be able to critically reflect on the relevance of community work in
society.

Study Methods

Throughout the study program students will work with a solution oriented focus, and by
solving tasks they will reflect on situations concerning community work from a social
work perspective and compare with the situation in other countries. Students will work
both individually and in groups.

The course will start with an introduction to the e-learning platform, class and the virtual
classroom to acquaint students with the international group of students and teachers
with whom they will be working. Every second or third week students will receive new
learning material and new tasks to work on both individually and in the group.

The tasks given will be related to the objectives of the course. Students who deliver
their tasks on time during the program will receive a response and guidance from the
teacher. Participating as a student requires students to provide feedback to each
other, both in terms of their own individual perspective and how issues might be seen
from their country’s perspective. Students who join the course have to enter the
classroom at least once a week. Compulsory online conferences among students and
teachers will be arranged during the study period.

All elements in the course will be organized and administrated through a common
virtual learning management system.

Internet Access

The students will need consistent access to the Internet to participate in this course.
The speed of the Internet connection will influence the student’s access to the study
material. Some of the course material is produced as media files and broadband is
recommended. If connecting to the Internet through a dial-up connection, the download
rate for accessing documents and media files will be significantly slower than with a
broadband connection.

Assessment
The assessment in this course will be by submission of a portfolio. This means that the
course will be task centred and as part of the learning process students will receive



feedback on their tasks during the course. As a result, students will have an
opportunity to improve their initial presentations.

All tasks must be completed before the final assessment. Teachers will check this two
weeks before the final assignment. Completed tasks will be assembled into a portfolio
and a number of these tasks will be required for the presentation portfolio. The
maximum number of words in the presentation portfolio is 8000, plus a further 1000
words for reflection on the learning experience. The portfolio consists of a group task
that counts for 40 % of the final mark and individual tasks that in total count for 60 % of
the final mark. However, students have to pass for both parts.

Students can't take part in the final assessment if they don’t participate in the group
work during the course or if they don’t present all the tasks in their e-portfolio at the
announced date.

Information about which tasks student will be required to deliver for the final
assessment/presentation portfolio will be given to students approximately three weeks
before the final assessment is due. The final marks will be given from A-F (where F
means not approved).

Target group.

The target group for the programme is social work students undertaking a bachelor's
programs in their, second, third or fourth year. The programme is open to students at
postgraduate levels and professionals who are interested in getting an international
perspective on community work issues and subjects. The academic level of the
programme is undergraduate 5.

Credits and Certificate
The course leads to 18 ECTS credits. The student’s university issue a certificate with
credits to students.

Starts/ends
The course will run from 27 January 2014 and ends 2 June 2014
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